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                     ExeterAreaGardenClub.org 
    

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

  The Newsletter of the Exeter Area Garden Club    January/February 2012 
 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Feb 15, 2012 meeting requires RSVP.  See Programs section below. 

>>>> Check our website for Promise Tree Updates <<<<< 

http://www.exeterareagardenclub.org/Promise_Tree.html 
 

President’s Message                         LuAnn Faber 
 

Hello Gardeners, 
 

I just glanced quickly at the last issue of DIG THIS and saw that I was complaining about the early onset 
of winter, as evidenced by eight inches of October snow.  Little did we know that would be the only 
snow accumulation we’d see for almost three more months (and counting!) 
 

Horticultural Chair, Terri Donsker, has advised us to cover our plants with branches trimmed from our 
discarded Christmas trees, since Mother Nature hasn’t provided the usual blanket of snow for 
protection.  An excellent idea, if only I could remember where my most tender perennials are planted. 
I can identify the hardier plants, like my irises, because they’ve poked themselves out of the ground in 
the false hope that spring is around the corner.  But where did I tuck that expensive little Zone 5 
specimen I splurged on last summer?  With any luck, it will re-emerge next spring to remind me. 
 

While we’re on the subject of next spring, I’m disappointed to report that the annual spring Garden 
Club Day at Van Berkum’s Nursery has been discontinued.  Leslie van Berkum emailed the news last 
week.  She gave no reason, but said, “We’ve really enjoyed meeting many of you over the years and 
hearing about the wonderful community projects that you do.  Remember that if you know any 
landscapers, designers, garden center employees, or anyone else in the trade, you are welcome to visit 
the nursery with them.”  
 

Much more positive news is that our Promise Tree fundraiser has been very successful, not only in 
making money for our club projects, but also in getting members better acquainted with each other.  If 
you haven’t “purchased a leaf” to participate in a luncheon, cookie swap, or other social event, you’ve 
missed out on some fun occasions.  There are also wonderful food offerings and services hanging on 
the tree, with more items being added regularly.  The Tree will be available for shopping at each of our 
General Meetings, as well as online through our website.  
 

Ann Schieber, our Program Chair, has an impressive lineup of speakers for the next five months to help 
prepare us for the upcoming gardening season. I plan to attend every one of them, beginning with the 
January 19th presentation on rain gardens. I’ll see you there! 
        LuAnn 
 
 

"Every gardener knows that under the cloak of winter lies a miracle." 
…Author Unknown 

 

http://www.exeterareagardenclub.org/Promise_Tree.html
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Corresponding Secretary’s Reminder              Florence Whicher 
 

If anyone knows of a member who is ill or just not feeling well, etc..  Please be sure to let me know so that I may 
send out a card from the membership.  Please let me know by email at hfpinewood@comcast.net.  That is the 
best way to get me. 

Thanks, Florence 

 

 Civic Beautification                Nance Jordan, Pat Szostak & Melanie McGrail 
 
The civic beautification committee is quiet right now other than the dismantling of the topiary trees and storing of 

supplies at the Exeter Historical Society.  I will send out a reminder to committee members to see if perhaps 

2 others will join me on this task-- date to be determined soon.   In the meantime, please remember to set aside 

those incidentals that might make for good wreath decorations for next year.  Bring them to the next meeting if 

you'd like. 

     Thanks, Nance Jordan   778-8204 
 

Environment & Conservation         Betsy Vershay & Jill Compton 
 

The Environmental and Conservation Committee is pleased to be able to offer the Exeter area communities a 
second round of beautification mini-grants in 2012. The EAGC Board voted to fund up to $1000 for this program 
at its January meeting. Applications will be available in March and due back to us by April 1st. Thanks to the 
Board! 
 
We are also looking forward to our second (annual?) POT SWAP to be held at our March 15th general meeting. 
It’s not too early to root around your garage and basement for any type of gardening item you would like to 
bring and swap. Not just pots, but planters, vases, books, tools, garden art, and floral design aids are perfect for 
this event. Just clean it up and bring it to swap. Please, no chemicals, dirt, or plants. Any leftovers will make their 
way to a swap shop. Talk about recycling! 
 
Our January general meeting topic is enviro-friendly products and procedures.  In February, we will 
present material on poisonous and dangerous plants. Please visit us on meeting day! 

 

Herbs            Lynda Broadbent & Patti Elwell 
 

The Herb group had a very enjoyable Luncheon on December 17th at Marriott Wentworth by 
the Sea. The roads were clear, unlike other years.   33 garden club members attended.  The 
food was yummy and, it was wonderful to spend time with each other.  The gift exchange was 
very smoothly done as we now have some wonderful new Herb group members. Everyone 
will be planting seeds later in the spring, we hope, as each person was given a package of herb 
seeds as a favor.  

Lyn Broadbent, Co chair. 
 

Items of Interest       
 

Brighten up your home in winter by forcing spring-blooming bulbs indoors.  For those of us who need 
help with this, check out:  
http://www.houzz.com/ideabooks/1006083?utm_source=Houzz&utm_campaign=updates&utm_medi
um=email&utm_content=gallery12&d=2&w=671906 
 

For tips & techniques to keep Poinsettias from year to year, read this: 
http://www.ehow.com/how_3564_keep-poinsettia-going.html 
 

 
 
 

 

mailto:hfpinewood@comcast.net
http://www.houzz.com/ideabooks/1006083?utm_source=Houzz&utm_campaign=updates&utm_medium=email&utm_content=gallery12&d=2&w=671906
http://www.houzz.com/ideabooks/1006083?utm_source=Houzz&utm_campaign=updates&utm_medium=email&utm_content=gallery12&d=2&w=671906
http://www.ehow.com/how_3564_keep-poinsettia-going.html
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Horticulture           Becky Mitchell & Terri Donsker 
 

A WINTER’S TREASURE 
 

Yesterday I took a walk with two dear friends. It felt like spring. The air was filled with birdsong. The 
winter landscape was not, as was to be expected at this time of year in New England, a wonderland 
flocked with snow and glazed in crystal ice, but rather a continuation of late autumn. At our feet lay 
hundreds of ripe, open cones, thrown from the tall pines above.  Sticks and fallen branches lay strewn 
about. Pine needles carpeted our path.   The sun felt warm; the sky blue. And the cones: The CONES!  
Suddenly, glancing at each other, we ran back for a large sack.  We gathered the fallen 
treasure, each cone filled with dried sap. Each one a perfect bit of winter kindling. Our 
measured walk turned to play. We became children. Not throwing snowballs, but 
gathering the sweet-smelling, pitch-filled pine-cones. We have kindling for a month!  
Dare we leave our bag of treasure alone on the path as we continue our walk?  What fun! What joy!  
We will be snug by the woodstove, when winter finally arrives. 

 

Happy New Year to you all!        
Terri and Becky 
 

Website      Patti Elwell  
 

Happy New Year from the Website Committee!  

 

The Exeter Area Garden Club website has all of the information you need about our club and its 
activities!   Just go to www.exeterareagardenclub.org and click on any tab.  You will notice that our 
Members Only Recipe and Promise Tree pages have been reorganized to help you find what you are 
looking for more easily.  Some of the cookie recipes from the fun Cookie Swap at Mary Jo’s 
have also been added.  You will also now see photos included on some of our recipes!  

 

If you need the private passwords for the Members Only pages, please contact  
Patti Elwell or Maxine Forward.  We welcome any suggestions to help us improve the website. 
 

Membership            Susan Canada & Mimi Brett 
 

We are delighted to welcome new member, Rhonda Caron, who joined after our November joint 
meeting.  Rhonda has joined the Civic Beautification Committee and is already an active 
member.  Please add her information to your Yearbook: 
 

Rhonda Caron 
29 Wentworth Street, Exeter 03833 

rhonda673@gmail.com 
548-5963 

 

*   *   *   *   * 
 

We will be starting the membership renewal process in April, so that all the information can be 
processed in time for the Yearbook. 

 

*   *   *   *   * 
 

If anyone is interested in helping to welcome guests, please any member of the board know.  We want 
to be sure that all guests feel included. 

  

*   *   *   *   * 
 

Yearbook corrections 
Please make note of the following corrections to the Yearbook:  Hazel Reed-Goldstein – 580-2925  

http://www.exeterareagardenclub.org/
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Programs                Ann Schieber & Mary-Jo Chadwick 
 
January 19th- Jeffrey Hyland about "Rain Gardens and the Benefits of Bioretention".  

Jeff Hyland, ASLA, CLARB is a registered landscape architect and founding principal of Ironwood design 
group located in Exeter, NH with over 18 years of experience.  He will speak about better storm water 
management techniques and the contextual approach to spatial design and planning to create unique 
and sustainable landscapes, urban spaces, and green infrastructure.   
 
February 16th-Liz Barbour "Cooking and Gardening with Edible Flowers".   

Liz Barbour a Chef/Instructor from Hollis, New Hampshire has been cooking professionally in the 
Boston area since 1992 and started The Creative Feast in 2004. Liz's cooking demonstrations and 
recipes have been featured on New Hampshire Chronicle, Channel 9's "Cooks Corner" and in various 
publications including New Hampshire Magazine. Liz will take us on a slide presentation tour through 
her cottage-sized gardens.  She will teach how to use every inch of the small garden to maximize its 
beauty and its bounty using edible flowers as part of an edible landscape.  She will discuss the varieties 
of ornamental and edible plants and offer tips about how to plan ahead so that you can truly enjoy the 
fruits of your labor.  She will show easy cooking technique tips and provide a cooking demonstration 
and sampling of two delicious recipes featuring fresh edible flowers.  This presentation is 90 minutes 

(not the usual 60 minutes).  Advanced reservation required by February 5th.   Please RSVP to Ann 

Schieber at (603) 770-2744 or annschieber@hotmail.com 
 
 

Ways & Means               Dianna Thompson 
 

December was a fun and active month for the Promise Tree. Many members found 
something of interest and lovely gifts from talented, creative club members. Let’s 
keep the Promises active and renewed through the winter… we don’t hibernate!     
Contact Dianna Thompson at 778-8371. 

 

*   *   *   *   * 
 

The Cookie Swap, held at MaryJo’s, proved to be a great success and everyone attending had a great 
time and delicious goodies to take home 

 

. *   *   *   *   *  
 

Susan Canada held a beautiful and delectable luncheon. 
Dianna Thompson, Ways and Means 

 
 

"Gardeners, I think, dream bigger dreams than Emperor's."-- Mary CantwelL 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:annschieber@hotmail.com
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Calendar of Upcoming Events 
 

January 14, 2012, Saturday 
 10 a.m.    - 2 p.m. at Exeter High School 
 

Winter Farmers’ Market 

January 19, 2012, Thursday 
9:30 a.m.  at Stratham Community Church 

Coffee & General Meeting 
Program: “Rain Gardens and the Benefits of 
Bioretention”,  Jeff Hyland 

January 28, 2012, Saturday  
10 a.m.  - 2 p.m.  at Wentworth Greenhouses, Rollinsford 

 

Winter Farmers’ Market 

February 11, 2012, Saturday – 
10 a.m.  - 2 p.m.  at  Exeter High School  
  

Winter Farmers’ Market,  CSA Day at the Market                                          

February 17, 2012, Thursday  
9:30 a.m.  at Stratham Community Church 
    
  

Coffee & General Meeting 
Program:  "Cooking and Gardening with Edible 
Flowers",    Liz Barbour 
 

February 25, 2012, Saturday  
10 a.m.  - 2 p.m.  at Wentworth Greenhouses, Rollinsford 

Winter Farmers’ Market,  CSA Day at the Market 

March 10, 2012, Saturday – 
10 a.m.  - 2 p.m.  at  Exeter High School  
    

Winter Farmers’ Market 

 
This newsletter was edited by Hazel Reed-Goldstein. The next DIG THIS will be sent in early March, 2012. 

 All submissions for that newsletter are due by March 6th 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The color of springtime is in the flowers, the color of winter is in the imagination. 
  ~Terri Guillemets 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://seacoasteatlocal.org/find-local-food/csas/
http://seacoasteatlocal.org/find-local-food/csas/
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To join the Exeter Area Garden Club, please print this membership application and mail it with dues to the address below. 

 
Exeter Area Garden Club 
Membership Registration 

2011/2012 

 

www.ExeterAreaGardenClub.org 

 

 
Name:  _______________________________________________ 
 
Street Address: ________________________________________ 
 
Town: ___________________________Zip:  _______  Phone:  ____________ 
 
Email:  _______________________________________________ 
 
 
Committee sign-up: 
 Requirement of membership – see our website at 
 (http://exeterareagardenclub.org/Page_2_F2LR.html) for details. 

 
___  Awards   ___  Hospitality  ___  Program 
 
___  Civic Beautification ___  Horticulture  ___  Public Relations 
 
___  Design   ___  Membership ___  Ways & Means 
    
___  Environment & Conservation    ___  Website 
 
___  Herbs    ___  Newsletter  ___  Yearbook 
 
 
Level: 
___  Single Membership $25               ___  Couple Membership  $30 
 
 

 

If you have any questions, please call membership co-chairs: 
Susan Canada: 772-3876 or  Mimi Brett: 770-3405 
 

Please make checks out to Exeter Area Garden Club and mail with your completed 
registration form to:  
 

Susan Canada 
47 Bunker Hill Ave 
Stratham, NH  03885 

http://exeterareagardenclub.org/Page_2_F2LR.html

